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COACH TRIP TO ST. VIGEANS—SATURDAY 23RD APRIL.

We set off at 9am sharp from Mintlaw Academy. On the way we stopped for a
cuppa and a blether at Brechin Castle Centre. On arrival at St.Vigeans we split
into three manageable groups, taking it in turn to visit the Standing Stone
Museum which had been specially opened for our visit and the splendid red
sandstone church, situated prominently on a mound.
The museum curator (pictured speaking about the famous Drosten stone) gave
detailed and lucid information on the Pictish stones recovered from the fabric
when the church was being enlarged and restored in 1871.There is certainly one
more that can be seen in the church wall and one wonders how many more
there may be. There are 38 in the museum. Five carry symbols typically found
on Pictish stones; nine more are grave markers of various types, or parts of
grave markers; eight more stones depict saints, including one showing
St Anthony and St Paul breaking bread together.
As one group was in the museum, the others were being shown round the
impressive church by members of the congregation. Finally we retired to the
Church hall where a fly had been set out by the members of the congregation
and we could enjoy our packed lunches. Alan Cameron gave a vote of thanks for
the splendid hospitality we had enjoyed.
Then on to Crombie Park for a quiet walk in forest tracks around the loch.
On the way back we had a fish tea at the Bervie Chipper and a short visit to the Hercules Linton/ Clipper ship memorial.
Many thanks to George Smart , Sandy Ritchie and Joyce Brown for the efficient organisation. Looking forward to next year’s trip!
Project in Aden Park 6-17th June 2016
Working with Cameron Archaeology and Aberdeenshire Museum
Service the Project hosted an exercise involving ten primary schools
and two groups from Mintlaw Academy. The pupils were met by a
volunteer who gave a short talk on the Book of Deer, then split into
two groups. One group went to the theatre where they were shown
artefacts from various historical eras and digs and
encouraged to record them with drawings and measurements. Some
pupils brought along their own ”finds” for identification. The other
group was taken to work on the dig at the so called site of the
Episcopalian Meeting House. Then the roles were reversed.
STV came along on day 3 and filmed the pupils and a cobbled floor.
Much , much more on the Cameron Archaeology Facebook page.
The Book of Deer dig 3-9th September 2016:
A team of 20 + archaeologists, students and local volunteers excavated a number of trenches
around the village of Old Deer, the grounds of the Episcopalian church and the parish churchyard. In these trenches foundations of buildings, cobbled yards and tracks were uncovered but
no earlier evidence was recorded. There was lots of 18th and 19th-century pottery and glass
and a coin dating from around 1600. In the Parish churchyard , between the current church built
in the 1780s and the medieval ruin, a wall of the 12th-century church which had been removed
when the newer church was constructed was found. (pictured) Medieval pottery, copper alloy
objects and 1600s coins were recovered from this trench. The 1870 lair plan indicated that there
were gaps in the graveyard with no later burials so six trenches were dug In the south-east corner where painted plaster and other building materials which probably came from the ruined
church came to light. We now have a better idea of the size of the medieval graveyard but we
still have no evidence that this was the site of the early monastery of Deer.
As in the previous item there is much more on the Cameron Archaeology Facebook page.
Many thanks to the helpers from Old Deer church who opened the premises to those visiting the
dig. More on this in the next edition.
Ali Cameron will give a talk on these digs and explain their significance at the next Seminar in the Kemp Hall on the 26th November at 2 pm. ALL WELCOME.

CHANGE OF HOME
After many years in the former dairy, the Project’s centre has moved across the courtyard to the schoolroom within the Farming Museum. There
was some apprehension at the move, but now at the end of the season, it has seen to have been beneficial. Volunteers have reported a good
experience and there have been more visitors. Thanks are due to Derek Jennings for negotiating the new arrangement and to him and Heather
for organising the display.
CHANGE OF GOVERNANCE.
Since formation in 1997, the Project has been a registered charity and a Company Limited by Guarantee. It had been proposed that the Project
should become a Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation which is a legal form unique to Scottish charities and is able to enter into
contracts, employ staff, incur debts, own property and provides a high degree of protection against liability. The proposal was put before
Members at a well attended Extraordinary General Meeting on the 14th July 2016. There was a unanimous decision to put the proposal to the
AGM for final approval. The proposition to dissolve the “Friends of the Book of Deer” and merge them as “Members” into the new SCIO met with
similar approval.
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
This year the Meeting was in August, which in some way may have explained the poorer than usual attendance. Nevertheless the various reports presented by the outgoing officials indicated another satisfactory year. With the Meeting’s approval to move to the new form of
governance, this should be the last AGM as a Company Limited by Guarantee; but the Project does remain a registered Charity.
After a lively election process, Anne Simpson emerged as the new Chairperson .
The full Committee is:
Anne Simpson (Chair), Andrew Kellock (Vice Chair), Heather Jennings (Treasurer), Joyce Brown (Secretary), Heather Jennings, George Smart,
Denis McHugh, Alan Cameron, Sandy Ritchie, Sandy Cowie, Bunty Penny ,Neil Hutchison, Jackie Taylor, Dr Douglas Nicol
This year’s talk was given by our Local Patron, Geordie Burnett Stuart of Crichie.
He began with the little known story of the Origins of The Planned Village Movement in the
1600s . Confined to Scotland and Ireland, the movement reached its apogee between 1750 and
1830. In Scotland there were almost 500 in total . Almost all still extant in varying degrees of
success .
Although mainly promoted by estate owners, these planned villages also had their supporters among Guilds, Town Councils and the British Fishery Society ( Oban and Tobermory ) . Banks
provided some of the capital but the substantial funds required mainly came from profits of the
sugar trade and early Industry.
The speaker’s ancestor John Burnett Stuart used funds from his successful trade as a
Linen Merchant in Aberdeen to found Stuartfield in 1763. The legendary Scottish Enlightenment
played a big role in the surge of building from 1750 onwards . Self Interest too, was a key element.
He ended the talk on a note of controversy . The only genuine Clearance village was Archiestown on the Spey built by the Grants of Monymusk in 1765 . The much written about Highland
Clearances (often lamentably wrongly from the speaker’s perspective ) contributed significantly to
the success of the 500 villages by providing jobs and a better and safer lifestyle than available in
economically deprived and (the not so often mentioned) climatically challenged settlements in the
North and West of Scotland .
The talk was delivered with great aplomb and the questions ensuing answered directly and
honestly.
Anne Simpson gave the vote of thanks.
MEMBERSHIP
The success of the Project will depend to a great extent on having a lively, active membership of those interested in heritage and local history,
and of course, in the Book itself.. Anyone interested in becoming a Project member ( there is no requirement to serve on the Committee) should
get in touch in anyway that suits them. Our email is info@bookofdeer.co.uk There is a list of phone numbers and the Project’s home address at
the bottom of the page.. The cost of membership is £10 per annum.
All efforts will be made to continue with talks and seminars which have been popular in the past. These will be at chosen locations to suit the
subject and the speaker and will be open to the public .
Contact numbers: 01346 532309 , 01771 613666 and 01779 821411
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